Amended Agenda at 3:26:36 PM, on 2/14/2019

Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
February 19, 2019
9:30 a.m.
Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.

025‐19
167‐19

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on
the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 5, 2019
B. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 12, 2019
C. Resolution No. 25-19 a resolution authorizing a loan of monies from the Contingent
Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund to the Current Expense Fund in the amount of
$500,000.00
D. Resolution No. 26-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the …. TBD
E. Voucher Approval – $ To be updated Tuesday morning
F. Notice of Public Hearing for Rate Changes for the Ferry, Oscar B.
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county programs and
topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion of the meeting, the public
is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action. Public comment is limited to three
minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

New Business
1. Washington Counties Insurance Fund – Change of Primary Board Representative
2. Shoreline Master Program – Comment Period Length and Submission Package (discussion)

9:45 a.m.

Public Works ~ Director Chuck Beyer & Engineer Paul Lacy
1. Main engine replacement for the ferry
2. Agreement with Federal Highway Administration for Steamboat Slough Road

9:55 a.m.

Commissioner Reports

RECESS
10:45 a.m.

Work Session / Presentation: US Census Bureau; 2020 census / Complete Count Committee
Lorraine Ralston, US Census Bureau Partnership Specialist

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Amended Agenda at 3:26:36 PM, on 2/14/2019

Adjournment
Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/depts/bocc/BOCCAgendas.htm
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
February 12, 2019
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
February 12, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman, Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson, Sheriff Mark Howie, Public Works Director Chuck Beyer, HHS Deputy Director Dean Counts,
HHS Community Services Manager Julie Johnston, HHS Behavioral Health Manager Tristan Wozniak.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the regular meeting agenda for February 12,
2019. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the consent agenda for February 12, 2019.
Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the
following items:
A. Resolution No. 23‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable
to said fund in the amount of $1,167.46
B. Resolution No. 24‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $3,296.51
C. Voucher Approval – $ 695,628.66
Public Comment
A resident commented on concerns about senior issues in the county, especially regarding the increased
activity at the Hope Center which often results in making parking difficult and potentially dangerous for
seniors. In addition, events for seniors have been bumped in the past to allow for other meetings to occur.
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The Board request the Health & Human Services department to also utilize the River Street Meeting Room
for trainings to avoid bumping other meetings in the future.
A Little Cape Horn resident requested an update on beach nourishment. Public Works Director Chuck Beyer
advised that the county is in a discussion with Fish & Wildlife regarding impacts to an endangered species,
the streaked horned larks, which are found at the Ostervold site. Except for the endangered species issue,
we are getting close to the entire permitting package being complete.

Public Works
Acceptance of 2019 Asphalt and Rock Quotes
It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Backman to accept the 2019 asphalt quotes from Lakeside Industries
and Naselle Rock and Asphalt. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Backman to accept the 2019 rock quotes from Naselle Rock and
Burns Construction. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Ferry Generator Set Contract
It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of the purchase contract with Cummins Inc.
for the purchase of a new Genset for the Ferry Oscar B in the amount of $28,695.00. Vote: Aye – Strong,
Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Ferry Rate Adjustment
Public Works Director Chuck Beyer proposed a policy change that would address the fees for trailers on the
ferry and avoid a state review. Beyer proposed to take punches for trailers based on how many car spaces
they take up; with the cash rate remaining the same. However, after discussion, the Board was in consensus
to move forward with proposed rate changes to the state.

Health & Human Services
Personal Services Agreement
Washington state law requires a 5‐year homeless housing plan. This contract allows for consultant services
to complete the plan. Up to $15,000 in funding would come from the Homeless Housing Fund.
It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of the personal services agreement between
Freedman Associates LLC and Wahkiakum County Health and Human Services. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman
and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Johnson House Utilization
After discussion, Commissioners Backman and Strong supported further review for utilizing the house as a
rental; while Commissioner Cothren still expressed concerns with the costs and time needed to manage a
rental house. The Board’s majority consensus was that the building be reviewed for use as a potential rental
facility; they requested estimates on the building’s immediate and future maintenance needs.

Date

Page 2

Index #

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Strong attended the SWCAA and he discussed the wood stove replacement program. The
senior lunch was canceled as the Rosburg Hall had frozen water lines. In addition, he discussed the COG
sponsored economic/development meeting that he thought was valuable.
Commissioner Backman traveled to Olympia last week to meet with all three local legislators. He has also
been working with the Workforce and WorkSource to be able to offer more enhanced local services to the
community.
Commissioner Cothren has continued to work on timber issues. The Encumbered Lands Committee is
requesting the legislature for a $28.3M appropriation in the capital budget to fund the pilot project to swap
out encumbered lands. In addition, they are requesting two more biennium appropriations of $6M for the
timber counties to sustain them through the transition phase.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, Chair Dan Cothren adjourned the meeting at 10:19
a.m.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board

Date

Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
February 5, 2019
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
February 5, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman, Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson, Sheriff Mark Howie, Undersheriff Gary Howell, HHS Director Chris Bischoff, Treasurer Tammy
Peterson, Public Works Director Chuck Beyer.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the regular meeting agenda for February 5,
2019. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the consent agenda for February 5, 2019. Vote:
Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the following
items:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Verified Claims by Commissioner Dan Cothren ‐ $194.88
Regular Meeting Minutes of January 15, 2019
Regular Meeting Minutes of January 22, 2019
Special Meeting Minutes of January 30, 2019
Resolution No. 16‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of $2,398.91 from the
Contingent Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for payment of accumulated annual leave
to Robin Dray and for payment of county share of FICA/Medicare
F. Resolution No. 17‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure from the Emergency
Medical Services Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $40,000.00
G. Resolution No. 18‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $8,730.70
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H. Resolution No. 19‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Contingent Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $1,212.88
I. Resolution No. 20‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $17,292.80
J. Voucher Approval – $191,264.75
K. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch ‐ $ 500,000.00
L. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch ‐ $1,180.46
M. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch ‐ $ 15,000.00
N. Holiday Closure Notice: Presidents Day, Monday February 18

Public Comment
A Cape Horn resident requested an update on the beach nourishment project. Commissioner Cothren
advised that we are still waiting for the US Fish & Wildlife review to be completed.
A resident commented on the state gun ordinance, stating that Cowlitz County has filed a resolution in
opposition and the speaker urged the Board to also oppose I‐1639 as unconstitutional.
A Puget Island resident requested an update on the beach nourishment for the properties near the ferry
landing.
A resident questioned the feasibility of purchasing firewood cutting permits in the courthouse, versus out of
the Castle Rock Department of Natural Resources (DNR) office.
Another resident questioned if the DNR is periodically audited regarding the management and harvesting of
trust timberlands. They also questioned if the county could opt out of DNR management.
New Business
Board Alternates: WCIF and WRCIP
The Washington Counties Insurance Fund (WCIF) and the Washington Rural Counties Insurance Program
(WRCIP) both require an alternate board member, as Commissioner Cothren is not able to attend all
upcoming board meetings. The Board agreed by consensus that Commissioner Gene Strong will be the
alternate for both boards.
Resolution Approving an Interlocal Agreement with Port District No. 1 for Mowing Services
It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Backman to approve of Resolution No.21‐19 a resolution approving
an interlocal agreement between Wahkiakum County and Port District No. 1 of Wahkiakum County for
mowing services. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Treasurer
Annual Report of Tax Refunds Paid
Treasurer Tammy Peterson presented the annual report of tax refunds paid. The total amount refunded to
taxpayers for 2018 totaled $18,555.20.
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Auditor
Contract with Xerox/CTX for Copier/Printer Maintenance and Support
It was MS by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve the CTX‐Xerox print management contract
covering 1‐21‐19 to 1‐21‐22. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Health & Human Services
Memorandum of Understanding with American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees
It was M/S by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve of the MOU between the AFSCME and
Wahkiakum County for the creation of a new position (Health Communities Specialist). Vote: Aye – Strong,
Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Personal Services Agreement with Freedman Associates, LLC for Consultant Services
Tabled until next week.

Board of Health
Measles Outbreak
HHS Director Chris Bischoff advised that southwest Washington has made national news for the recent
measles outbreak. The outbreak is partly due to unvaccinated children as well as immigrant residents who
may not be aware of the importance nor the availability of vaccines. There are over twenty cases in the
Vancouver area, Seattle has one confirmed case and Cowlitz County has one or more suspected cases.
Wahkiakum has no reported cases. Measles spreads very fast and it can be fatal for immunocompromised
individuals, especially very young children and elderly individuals. Furthermore, there is a concern that now
that the disease has room, it may potentially mutate which might cause vaccinated individuals to be
susceptible.
Warming Shelter
Commissioner Backman questioned the existence of a local warming shelter. We do not have a specific
shelter, however, there are options if there is someone in need.
Resolution Recognizing Public Health as Essential
Bischoff discussed the history of massively decreasing funding for public health over the past few decades.
One example is cigarette tax proceeds, which have decreased by 80% to public health.
It was M/S by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve of Resolution No. 22‐19 a resolution
recognizing public health as essential. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Community Center
Bischoff and Mike Passmore, Community Center Volunteer, provided a report on the Community Center. The
total usage of the center has increased by 32% over 2017. Seventeen different groups meet monthly or
weekly and nine groups meet occasionally. A new monthly education program began in March, called
‘Wahkiakum Outdoors.’
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Bid Opening
Ferry Oscar B. Genset
The Clerk of the Board opened and read aloud the one sealed bid that was received for the Genset.
The bid was from Cummins, Inc and the grand total was $28,695.00.

Bid Opening
Asphalt & Rock Products
The Clerk of the Board opened and read aloud the bids that were received for Asphalt and Rock Products.
Two bids were received for Asphalt products:
Lakeside Industries, 500 Tennant Way, Longview, WA.
PG 58 H‐22
CL ½”
$61.00 / ton
PG 58 H‐22
CL 3/8”
$64.00 / ton
EZ Street Bags 50 lb. bags
$18.00 / bag
Naselle Rock & Asphalt
PG 64‐22
HMA CL ½”
PG 64‐22
HMA CL 3/8”

$65.00 / ton
$66.85 / ton

Two bids were received for Rock products:
Burns Construction, 770 Elochoman Valley Road, Cathlamet.
Rock Size
Rip‐rap
Pit Run #1
Fill
Pit Run #2 for fill
3”‐0
1 ¼” minus
¾” minus
5/8” minus
¼” minus
½” – ¼” chip seal
3/8” ‐ #10 (sanding)
Quarry Spalls
1‐1/2” – ¾” crushed

February 5, 2019

FOB Pit or Quarry Site (per ton)
$18.50
$7.85
$1.85
$4.75
$8.85
$10.45
$11.35
$10.45
$14.00
$19.75 as available
$14.65 as available
$14.00
$13.65
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Naselle Rock & Asphalt
Rock Size
FOB Pit or Quarry Site (per ton)
Rip‐rap
$21.00
Pit Run #1
$9.00
Fill
$5.50
Pit Run #2 for fill
$6.00
3”‐0
$11.00
1 ¼” minus
$12.00
5/8” minus
$14.00
Quarry Spalls
$13.00
6” crushed
$10.00
1‐1/2” – ¾” crushed
$13.00
2‐1/2” – 1‐1/2” crushed
$13.00
2” – 4” crushed
$13.00
3”‐8” crushed
$13.00

Shop #1
$26.00

Shop #2
$26.50

$12.50
$13.50
$15.50
$14.50
$11.50
$14.50
$14.50
$14.50
$14.50

$15.50
$16.50
$17.00
$16.00
$13.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00
$16.00

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Strong attended the CAP Board meeting and the IT Committee meeting. He also commented
on a recent outing with County Engineer Paul Lacy to review and discuss projects in Commissioner District
No. 3.
Commissioner Backman reported on the WSAC Legislative Steering Committee meeting. There are 1,600
different bills being proposed this legislative session. He will be reaching out to the public and providing
notification on when bills are on the floor and available for testifying.
Commissioner Cothren advised that he has continued working on both timber and union issues.

Work Session
Johnson House Utilization
Present: Building Inspector Dave Hicks, HHS Director Chris Bischoff, Assessor Bill Coons, Sheriff Mark Howie,
Public Works Director Chuck Beyer.
The Board reviewed the status of the Johnson house located at 80 Division Street. The house is small and
older, but there have been some interior improvements done. The staircase is very narrow; there are 3
bedrooms downstairs and 2 bedrooms upstairs, however, the upstairs rooms do have sloped roofs. The
house has 1 ¼ baths. There are baseboard heaters and little to no weatherization. The utility bills run high,
especially for heat. In summary, the house is move‐in ready, but it will require some maintenance. The roof
will need to be addressed as it will need to be replaced at some point. Commissioner Strong suggested
researching to put in ducting and a heat pump and maybe some insulation. It was commented that the house
could be rented easily for $1,100 to $1,200 and could potentially be utilized for low‐income housing.
Commissioner Cothren expressed concerns with the costs involved and with the difficulty in managing a
rental unit. The Board tabled the subject until the next meeting.
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Work Session
Ferry Rates
Present: Public Works Director Chuck Beyer.
The Board discussed public comments that have been received regarding the rates for vehicles with trailers.
There is opposition to the current rate schedule, as a trailer costs more than the same amount of space for
two cars. Many trailer drivers opt to drive around versus paying to ride the ferry with their trailer. After
discussion, the Board supported trailers paying a fee based on the number of vehicle spots they take up.
In addition, Commissioner Backman requested several other changes for the ferry. These included having
punch cards available for walkers and for bicycles; a text notification system for when the ferry is down and
the ability to accept debit cards on the ferry.

Executive Session
Potential Litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)
The Board announced that they will be entering Executive Session at 11:45 a.m. for a potential litigation issue
for a period of 25 minutes; Prosecuting Attorney Dan Bigelow was present.
Reconvene Following Executive Session / Recess / Reconvene
The Board reconvened into regular session at 12:10 p.m. and then immediately recessed until 2:00 p.m.

Work Session
Realignments & Wage Issues
Present: Treasurer Tammy Peterson, Judge Heidi Heywood, Assessor Bill Coons, Sheriff Mark Howie.
The Board discussed the issues surrounding realignments across the departments. After discussion, the
Board was in consensus to continue working on the issue, removing inactive positions and creating a
recommendation to address the salary tables and classes. A committee will be formed to work on the issue
and will meet monthly.

Recess / Reconvene
The Board recessed at 2:40 p.m. to reconvene at 3:00 p.m.
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Work Session
Port District No. 2
County Line Park Improvements
Present: Public Works Director Chuck Beyer, Port Commissioner Lori Scott, Port Manager Janey Bryan and
Interim Port Manager Jeff Smith.
County Line Park needs electrical and water improvements. Port representatives explained that this is a
needed maintenance issue; not to further profits from the park. The Port is requesting $40,000 from the
county for the project, and the Port will cover any expenses that go beyond that amount. The Board was in
consensus to add this project to the draft capital improvement plan.

Order of Adjournment
The Board recessed their regular meeting at 3:10 p.m. to reconvene on Friday, February 8th at 10:30 a.m. in
the River Street Meeting Room, 25 River Street, Cathlamet, where the Board will be attending a Cowlitz‐
Wahkiakum Council of Governments sponsored meeting to discuss local economics and community
development with guest consultant, Becky McCray.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned immediately following
the afore mentioned meeting on Friday, February 8, 2019.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board
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Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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