Amended Agenda at 9:19:06 AM, on 2/24/2020

Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
February 25, 2020
9:30 a.m.
Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.

026‐20
169‐20

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda

All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on
the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 18, 2020
B. Resolution No. 26-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $804.65
C. Resolution No. 27-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Inter
Local Cooperation Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $1,250.00
D. Resolution No. 28-20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $13,932.61
E. Voucher Approval - $ 78,419.64
F. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch - $6,262.00
G. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch - $14,174.00
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county programs and
topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion of the meeting, the public
is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action. Public comment is limited to three
minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

New Business

9:45 a.m.

Public Works ~ Chuck Beyer, Director
1. Flooring Replacement for Health & Human Services Building 1 and 2
2. Johnson Park – ductless heat pump system for the hallways

9:50 a.m.

Health & Human Services ~ Chris Bischoff, Director
1. Contract Amendment – Coordinated Care of Washington for Wrap-Around Intensive
Services (WISe)
2. Contract Amendment – Molina Healthcare of Washington for WISe Services
3. Memorandum of Understanding – Amerigroup Washington, Inc. for Behavioral Health
Enhancement Payment Program

10:00 a.m.

Commissioner Reports

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.
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RECESS
10:30 a.m.

Work Session – Port District No. 2 – Request for Title Transfer of Parcel PID # 6624
Jeff Smith, Port Manager; Lee Tischer, Port Commissioner; Tim Hanigan, Port Legal Counsel.

Adjournment
Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/AgendaCenter
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
February 18, 2020
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
February 18, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mike Backman, Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson, Public Works Director Chuck Beyer, Sheriff Mark Howie, Auditor Nicci Bergseng.

Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.

Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the regular meeting agenda for February 18,
2020. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Consent Agenda
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong approving the consent agenda for February 18, 2020.
Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the
following items:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 11, 2020
B. Resolution No. 23‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $2,096.41
C. Resolution No. 24‐20 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $67.18
D. Voucher Approval ‐ $ 156,146.22

February 18, 2020
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Prior Business
Johnson House / Tree Removal
Chuck Beyer, Public Works Director, advised that the Port District met last week, however, they tabled the
discussion of acquiring the Johnson House until March. But they did comment that they would like the trees
to be taken out. After discussion, the Board requested to acquire a current quote for tree removal but will
wait to hear back from the Port before making a final decision on tree removal.

New Business
Liquor License Application
DG Strategic VII, LLC, doing business as the Dollar General Store, located at 4 North Jacobson Road in
Cathlamet, has applied for a liquor license through the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board. The
Board unanimously had no objection.
Liquor License Renewal
Logan Britt, doing business as The Duck Inn, located at 1377 West State Route 4 in Skamokawa, has applied
for a renewal liquor license through the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis Board. The Board
unanimously had no objection.
Vimly Benefit Solutions Premium Only Plan Application and Agreement
Annually the county must sign a new Premium Only Plan Application/Agreement and Adoption Agreement
with Vimly Benefit Solutions, Inc. It was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong to sign the Vimly
Premium Only Plan Application and Agreement with the Vimly Adoption Agreement. Vote: Aye – Strong,
Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Public Works
Call for Bids for Roadside Mowing
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Strong and Backman to call for bids for roadside mowing, with the bids to
opened on March 3, 2020. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Recess
Chair Dan Cothren recessed the regular meeting at 9:45 a.m. to proceed into a public hearing.

Public Hearing
Wahkiakum County Park Plan
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Gene Strong, Commissioner Mike Backman, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson; Cowlitz‐Wahkiakum Council of Governments Director Bill Fashing.
Chair Dan Cothren called for public comment.
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Sylvia Costich, Puget Island, commented that the plan focuses heavily on the Johnson Park indoor community
center, but neither the community center nor the library in Cathlamet. She commented that the plan is
skewed towards funding Johnson Park while the major population of the county is on the east side which is
lacking in park and recreation resources. In addition, she noted that Johnson Park was referred to by multiple
different names which makes it difficult for the reader to follow. Costich requested that referrals to the
indoor community center be removed from the plan.
Marion Brightbill, Puget Island, commented on several errors in the plan’s listing of existing facilities,
including references to a butterfly garden, beach access, boat launch, etc.
Bill Fashing, Cowlitz‐Wahkiakum Council of Governments Director, advised that the original draft that was
published has been revised as it contained several typographical errors. He also reported that the deadline
to be eligible for grants through the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) is March 1st. Furthermore,
Fashing pointed out that the document is intended to guide the investment in county facilities.
Craig Brown, Elochoman Valley, asked if the errors and typos can be feasibly fixed prior to the next meeting
to allow for approval before the grant application deadline.
Ron Wright, Cathlamet, encouraged the Board to pass the Park Plan immediately to ensure eligibility for grant
applications and potential funding. Wright commented that the plan does not obligate the county, it simply
allows us an opportunity to apply for grants. Furthermore, he noted that there were multiple opportunities
for public input and that volunteers and supporters of Johnson Park were active in the process and submitted
many comments on the plan. The grant cycle for the Recreation Conservation Office is two years; any funding
would not be received until summer of 2021.

Reconvene
The regular meeting was reconvened at 10:20 a.m.

Commissioners
Resolution to Adopt Wahkiakum Park Plan
The Board requested that there be a consistency to the Johnson Park name in the plan and that any additional
scrivener’s errors be corrected.
After discussion, it was M/S/A by Commissioners Backman and Strong to approve of Resolution (No. 25‐20)
a resolution of the Board of Commissioners of Wahkiakum County, adopting the 2020 Wahkiakum County
Park and Recreation Plan, with the understanding that the changes will be made (typos and Johnson Park
name consistency) in the final version. Vote: Aye – Strong, Backman and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Recess
Chair Dan Cothren recessed the regular meeting at 10:30 a.m. to enter into an executive session to discuss a
potential litigation issue with the Prosecuting Attorney for a period of 15 minutes.
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Executive Session
Potential Litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i)
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Gene Strong, Commissioner Dan Cothren, Clerk of the Board
Elizabeth Johnson, Prosecuting Attorney Dan Bigelow.
Reconvene
Chair Dan Cothren reconvened the regular meeting at 10:45 a.m. No action was taken during the executive
session.

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Strong reported on the Fair Board meeting and the Legislative Steering Committee.
Commissioner Backman reported on the Chamber Meeting and the Fishermen’s United meeting.
Commissioner Cothren reported on the Solid Waste Committee meeting; there will be two town hall
meetings, one on each end of the county, to gather public input regarding updating and revising the
ordinance. In addition, Cothren also reported on preparing for the upcoming Timber Counties meeting.

Public Comment
A Sunny Sands resident commented on inland dredge sand disposal near Sunny Sands Road, commenting
that the process violated state law. The Board advised that they will discuss the matter with the county’s
legal counsel.

Order of Adjournment
Chair Dan Cothren recessed the February 18, 2020 regular meeting at 10:45 a.m., to reconvene at 6:00 p.m.
on February 18, 2020 in the cafeteria of Johnson Park located at 30 Rosburg School Road in Rosburg,
Washington.

Johnson Park / West End Meeting
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Gene Strong, Commissioner Mike Backman, Clerk of the Board
Beth Johnson; and Paul Lacy, County Engineer.
Speed limit & traffic concerns at Johnson Park
There were many comments received in support of reducing the speed limit near Johnson Park; however,
there were no supportive comments for adding a cross walk at this time.
Poul Toftemark spoke in support of a reduced speed limit; the post office has a blind entrance to the highway.
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An employee from the Rosburg store spoke in support of a speed reduction; he has witnessed several
accidents and many more close calls in the area.
Several more residents spoke in support of reducing the speed limit in Rosburg for safety.
A member of the Johnson Park Advisory Board discussed the need to revise and improve the exit from
Johnson Park. Paul Lacy advised that the state is in control of stop signs and entrances/exits from the state
highway. He further commented that he plans to widen the entrance road so that it can support traffic in
both directions. Lacy advised that it will cost approximately $6,000 with the county crew and that he hopes
to complete it this summer. The guard rail will not be part of the project, as it will cost about $40,000 to
bring it up to standard.
Paul Lacy questioned the residents if a cross walk was wanted across the highway at Johnson Park; he advised
that the process would require many years working with WSDOT. There were several comments opposed to
a cross walk. The residents supported making one change at a time; with reducing the speed limit first to 45
mph and then considering a further reduction and the addition of a cross walk if necessary, at a later time.

Speed Limit and Traffic Concerns in Grays River
There were many comments received in support of reducing the speed limit in the Grays River area.
A resident commented that young drivers are speeding on Covered Bridge Road.
A Grays River resident commented that traffic is too fast near Loop Road.
A resident commented that the advisory signs for the reduced speed should be enforced as the regulatory
speed limit.
A resident spoke in support of reducing the speed limit down to 35 mph.
It was commented that the regulatory speed limit in Grays River was once 45 mph; it is not known why it was
increased.
A resident near the Grange advised that his driveway is a blind entrance to the highway and he spoke in
support of a speed limit reduction.
Paul Lacy advised that WSDOT initially wants to reduce the speed to 45 from the Hull Creek bridge up to the
corner past the old creamery. He noted that speed limit reductions are best done in incremental steps.
A Loop Road resident spoke in support of a reduction in speed as it is difficult to turn west from Loop Road.
Mark Letham, Fire District #3 Commissioner, spoke in support of the reduction in the speed limit, as fire
vehicles coming on to the highway often need both lanes because of their size. In addition, he has seen
several accidents at Loop Road.
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A Resident requested that the reduction start to the east of Loop Road; as the church access is also a blind
entrance.
Nick Nikkila spoke in support of a reduction within Grays River, but not an extended portion to the east as
this is a rural area.
Erinn Reimann questioned the effect to travel times with the speed reduction; Lacy advised that it would not
have an insignificant affect to travel times.
A resident spoke in support of the speed limit reduction as there is a school bus stop within the proposed
speed reduction area.
Commissioner Cothren advised that the consensus was to initially reduce the speed down to 45 mph from
the Hull Creek Bridge to the creamery as an initial step and then a further reduction could be considered if
necessary.

Grays Bay Flooding
Poul Toftemark, Commissioner for the Grays River Habitat Enhancement District, reported that they have
been working on a proposal to approach the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with. It includes a preliminary
design to create a self‐cleaning channel.
Many residents spoke in frustration of the clogged river and the subsequent flooding that it causes. Several
residents commented that the Corps has acknowledged that Rice Island and other river projects are the cause
of the Grays Bay siltation, but nothing has ever been done in the past decade plus.
Krist Novoselic, Deep River, spoke in opposition to HB 2415 which pertains to elections for certain special
districts, such as diking or habitat enhancement districts. He advised that the proposed bill eliminates
property ownership as a stipulation to being elected to these boards.

Tide Gate/Culvert Failures
A resident questioned when the Tide Gate on the county road dike would be repaired? Paul Lacy, County
Engineer, advised that he just submitted a grant application for this project as well as several others. The
grant would be for the design of a fish‐friendly tide gate with a large culvert, to replace the several smaller
one that are currently there. If the grant is successful, funding would not occur until at least October. Lacy
advised that this is a complex, multi‐year project; CREST (Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce) estimated
the cost at $175,000 just for the design.
Several residents spoke in frustration at how long it has taken to address this problem; some commenting
that it has been an issue for over 10 years. This led to a discussion on the difficulties in repairing/replacing
culverts as they must now be replaced with large culverts or even bridges that allow for fish passage; which
tend to be extremely costly in design, permitting and material costs. Commissioner Cothren requested that
Paul Lacy put a high priority on the Deep River culvert projects.
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Eden Valley
Paul Lacy advised that a partial grant was received to raise the road near Eden Lane and to put in a structure
to allow the water to go under the road rather than over the top. The grant was approximately $400,000,
but the funding is not available until 2022. They are currently doing some design work for the project.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, Chair Dan Cothren adjourned the meeting at 7:35
p.m. following the Johnson Park meeting.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board

February 18, 2020

Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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