Amended Agenda at 2:48:55 PM, on 2/21/2019

Agenda
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
February 26, 2019
9:30 a.m.
Next Resolution No.
Next Ordinance No.

029‐19
167‐19

9:30 a.m.
Call to Order & Flag Salute
9:32 a.m.
Approval of Regular Meeting Agenda
___________________________________________________________________________
9:33 a.m.
Consent Agenda
All matters listed within the Consent Agenda have been distributed to each member of the Board of Wahkiakum County
Commissioners for reading and study, are considered routine, and will be enacted by one motion of the Board with no
separate discussion. If separate discussion is desired, that item may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on
the Regular Agenda by request.

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 19, 2019
B. Resolution No. 29-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Emergency Medical Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $3,375.39
C. Resolution No. 30-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Contingent Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of voucher properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $5,285.30
D. Resolution No. 31-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Inter
Local Cooperative Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $1,250.00
E. Resolution No. 32-19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $55,259.33
F. Voucher Approval – $130,660.02
G. Call for Bids: Ferry Oscar B. main engine; sealed bids due by 9:45 a.m. on March 12, 2019
___________________________________________________________________________
9:35 a.m.
Public Comment
(The commissioners are a direct link between citizens and Wahkiakum County. Comments on county programs and
topics of concern are welcome during this portion of the meeting. NOTE: During this portion of the meeting, the public
is encouraged to comment on issues that are not on the agenda for decision action. Public comment is limited to three
minutes per person)

Review Commissioners’ Calendars
9:40 a.m.

New Business

9:45 a.m.

Department of Emergency Management ~ Beau Renfro, Coordinator
1. Emergency Management Preparedness Grant

9:50 a.m.

Health & Human Services ~ Chris Bischoff, Director
1. Letter of Intent for the purchase, implementation, use and maintenance of a new
electronic health records software system

9:55 a.m.

Commissioner Reports

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.
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RECESS
2:00 p.m.

Work Session ~ Fair Board / Fair Manager Hours / Fair Budget

Adjournment
Complete copies of the current Board of Commissioners meeting agenda packet can be viewed at the Board of Commissioners’ office.
Partial agenda packets are posted on the county’s website at www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/depts/bocc/BOCCAgendas.htm
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Please call 360‐795‐8048 if you require special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board.
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048.

Wahkiakum Board of County Commissioners
District No. 1 Commissioner: Mike Backman
District No. 2 Commissioner: Daniel L. Cothren, Chair
District No. 3 Commissioner: Gene Strong

MINUTES
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners
Regular Meeting
February 19, 2019
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on
February 19, 2019, at 9:30 a.m. in the third‐floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington.
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Gene Strong, Clerk of the Board Beth Johnson, Sheriff Mark
Howie, Undersheriff Gary Howell, Auditor Nicci Bergseng, Deputy Auditor Kaelee Dearmore, GIS Technician
Melissa Liebert, Public Works Director Chuck Beyer and County Engineer Paul Lacy. Commissioner Mike
Backman was not present.
Flag Salute
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute.
Regular Meeting Agenda
It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Cothren approving the regular meeting agenda for February 19,
2019. Vote: Aye – Strong and Cothren. Unanimously approved.
Consent Agenda
It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Cothren approving the consent agenda for February 19, 2019. Vote:
Aye – Strong and Cothren. Unanimously approved. The consent agenda contained the following items:
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 5, 2019
B. Regular Meeting Minutes of February 12, 2019
C. Resolution No. 25‐19 a resolution authorizing a loan of monies from the Contingent
Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund to the Current Expense Fund in the amount of
$500,000.00
D. Resolution No. 26‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $947.91
E. Resolution No. 27‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Criminal
Justice Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to
said fund in the amount of $910.00
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F. Resolution No. 28‐19 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $13,096.51
G. Voucher Approval – $ 157,023.66
H. Notice of Public Hearing for Rate Changes for the Ferry, Oscar B.

Public Comment
A Wirkkala Road resident provided pictures and a video of the flooding near his property. The resident
advised that the flooding is due to an undersized culvert, silting within the retention pond, an established
beaver dam, unmaintained private ditches and a failing tide gate. The homeowner has tried for twelve years
to get this problem adequately addressed. At its worst, the resident must travel through water to reach his
home; traveling in the dark through the floodwaters is impossible. He requested that the county install a
larger culvert, repair a failing culvert and perform regular inspections of tide gates.
The County Engineer advised that funding is a problem and that the Department of Fish & Wildlife may not
provide permitting for the project as they prefer the installation of bridges to increase potential fish habitat.
Following discussion, the Board requested the County Engineer to create an assessment report of what can
be done immediately and what will need to be done long‐term and Commissioner Cothren will follow up with
local legislators. Sheriff Mark Howie advised that an emergency vehicle may not be able to travel through
the flood waters to render assistance if needed.

New Business
Washington Counties Insurance Fund – Board Representative
After discussion, the Board was in consensus to make Commissioner Strong the primary representative to
the Washington Counties Insurance Fund, with Commissioner Cothren being the alternate representative.
Shoreline Master Program
After discussion, the Board chose to follow a 60‐ day comment period and Public Works Director Chuck Beyer
will approach CREST for cost estimates to manage and complete the submission package.

Public Works
Ferry Main Engine Replacement
The ferry’s main engines have reached their hours of usage. One engine was recently replaced with the spare
engine and the second engine will also need replacement soon. The Public Works Director recommended
the purchase a new engine versus rebuilding the engine. A new engine will cost approximately $40,000.
Funding may need to come from the Public Works Reserve Fund if the ER&R fund is not able to adequately
cover the costs.

Agreement with Federal Highway Administration for Steamboat Slough Improvements
This is a Federal Lands Access Program (FLAP) grant to improve Steamboat Slough Road, including the
installation of a turn‐around and a parking area. The grant provides $366,847 and requires a county match
of $57,254.
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It was M/S by Commissioners Strong and Cothren to approve the Federal Lands Access Program
Memorandum of Agreement for Steamboat Slough with the matching funds of $57,254. Vote: Aye – Strong
and Cothren. Unanimously approved.

Beach Nourishment
Streaked horned larks, an endangered species, were found within Flood Control Zone District No. 3, the
Ostervold Road site. Chuck Beyer, Public Works Director, met with our project consultants and developed
three different options. The first would be to concede and follow the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s (USFWS)
timing restriction window; with no sand placement allowed to occur between June 1st and September 16th.
This option provides the least resistance and the least cost; however, it might result in this Flood Control
Zone District not receiving any sand as the Portland Corps is unlikely to work around this timing schedule
when they are dredging. A second option would be to request no timing restrictions, but to make sand
placement contingent upon the absence of larks at the site. This would require a formal Environmental
Species Act (ESA) consultation with USFWS and would result in delays for the entire project. The formal
consultation could incur costs of as much as $10,000. A third option would be to place a timing restriction
on just the 4‐acre site where the larks were located, which is the sand pit itself. This option might allow for
the placement of sand on the rest of this FCZD, but it would also require a formal ESA consultation.
After discussion, the Board was in consensus to move forward with the first option, as this would allow the
permitting to continue to move forward with the other beach nourishment sites.

Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Strong reported on the recent meetings of the Grays River Habitat Enhancement District and
of the Fair Board. The Fair Board will be making changes to their camping and facilities use agreements.
Commissioner Cothren discussed working on a number of timber related issues; specifically, in regards to the
Encumbered Lands Committee’s requested $28.3M appropriation for the exchanging of encumbered trust
lands.

US Census Bureau
2020 Census / Complete Count Committee
Lorraine Ralston, US Census Bureau Partnership Specialist, gave a presentation to the Board on the 2020
census.
Lorraine Ralston, Partnership Specialist with the U.S. Census Bureau, gave a presentation to the Board on the
2020 census and the need for Complete Count Committees. Census day is on April 1, 2020; the goal is to
count everyone once, and only once, and in the right place. This is the 24th census done in the country. The
Census is important because federal funding relies on it, as well as the number of US Representatives per
state. In addition, legislative districts, school districts and voting districts are all affected by census numbers.
This is the first time that on‐line responses will be available for the census. Ralston encouraged the creation
of a local Complete Count Committee which is a volunteer committee to increase awareness and motivate
residents to respond to the census.
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Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the board, Chair Dan Cothren adjourned the meeting at 11:12
a.m.

Attest: _______________________________
Elizabeth Johnson
Clerk of the Board

February 19, 2019

Approved: ______________________________
Daniel L. Cothren
Chair of the Board
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