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This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board. 
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Agenda	
Board	of	Wahkiakum	County	Commissioners	

Regular	Meeting	
March	24,	2026	

9:30	a.m.	
	

Zoom - Meeting ID: 880	972	233	and	Passcode:	Aux4SY 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/880972233?pwd=Zk93bUUwWGJEVnV5WXk3YlM4RDlFZz09 

Audio only via phone: 1-253-215-8782 / Meeting ID: 880	972	233	and	Passcode:	721021	
	

	

	

Next	Resolution	No.	 45‐26	
 
9:30 a.m. Call	to	Order	&	Flag	Salute	
9:32 a.m.	 Approval	of	Regular	Meeting	Agenda	
___________________________________________________________________________ 
9:33 a.m. Consent	Agenda	

All	matters	listed	within	the	Consent	Agenda	have	been	distributed	to	each	member	of	the	Board	of	Wahkiakum	County	
Commissioners	for	reading	and	study,	are	considered	routine,	and	will	be	enacted	by	one	motion	of	the	Board	with	no	
separate	discussion.		If	separate	discussion	is	desired,	that	item	may	be	removed	from	the	Consent	Agenda	and	placed	on	
the	Regular	Agenda	by	request.	
	
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of March 17, 2026 
B. Resolution No. 45-26 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the 

Emergency Medical Services Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers 
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $13,676.37 

C. Resolution No. 46-26 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County 
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to 
said fund in the amount of $269.50. 

D. Resolution No. 47-26 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the 
Electronic Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers 
properly chargeable to said fund in the amount of $220.00  

E. Voucher Approval - $75,579.41 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
9:35 a.m. Public	Comment		

(Per	RCW	42.30.240,	public	comments	on	agenda	topics,	county	programs	and	topics	of	concern	are	welcome	during	this	
portion	of	the	meeting.		Comments	may	be	made	in	person	or	remotely	via	the	Zoom	platform.		Please	limit	comments	to	
three	minutes	per	person.)	

	
  Review	Commissioners’	Calendars 
	
9:40 a.m. Public	Works	~	Chuck	Beyer,	Director	

1. Call for bids for roadside mowing services for 2026 
 
9:45 a.m. Sheriff’s	Office	/	Dept	of	Emergency	Management	~	Austin	Smith,	DEM	Coordinator	

1. Interlocal Agreement with the Washington State Department of Transportation for the 
Virtual Coordination Center 

 
9:50 a.m. Work	Session	

1. Work from home / telecommuting policies 
2. Budget discussion 

a) Hiring pause  
b) Overtime expenses 
c) Solid waste program 

	
10:10 a.m. Commissioner	Reports	
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Adjournment 
	

Complete	copies	of	the	current	Board	of	Commissioners	meeting	agenda	packet	can	be	viewed	at	the	Board	of	Commissioners’	office.			
Partial	agenda	packets	are	posted	on	the	county’s	website	at	https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/AgendaCenter 

	
This	meeting	is	accessible	to	persons	with	disabilities.			

Please	call	360‐795‐8048	if	you	require	special	accommodations	to	participate	in	this	meeting.			
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March 17, 20261  
 
 
 

Wahkiakum	Board	of	County	Commissioners	
	

District	No.	1	Commissioner:	Lee	Tischer	
District	No.	2	Commissioner:	Daniel	L.	Cothren,	Chair	
District	No.	3	Commissioner:	Mark	Letham	

 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 
March 17, 2026 

 
Chair Dan Cothren called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on 
March 17, 2026, at 9:30 a.m. in the third-floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse 
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington. 
 
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Mark Letham, Commissioner Lee Tischer (via Zoom), Clerk of the 
Board Beth Johnson.  Sheriff John Mason, Deputy Treasurer Marissa Longtain, Public Works Director Chuck 
Beyer, Treasurer Tammy Peterson, Extension Grants Coordinator Shari Parker. 
 

Flag Salute 
 
Chair Dan Cothren led the flag salute. 
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Letham and Tischer approving the regular meeting agenda for March 17, 2026.  
Vote:  Aye – Tischer, Letham and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 

Consent Agenda 
 

It was M/S/A by Commissioners Letham and Tischer approving the consent agenda for March 17, 2026.  Vote:  
Aye – Tischer, Letham and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.  The consent agenda contained the following 
items: 
 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of March 10, 2026 
B. Resolution No. 42-26 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County 

Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to said 
fund in the amount of $343.72 

C. Resolution No. 43-26 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of $401.90 from the Contingent 
Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment towards a public records lawsuit 

D. Resolution No. 44-26 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Electronic 
Communications Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to 
said fund in the amount of $31,186.80 

E. Voucher Approval - $148,170.24 
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Public Comment 
 
Sandra Staples Bortner, Elochoman Valley resident, spoke in support of the Cowlitz Indian Tribe’s restoration 
projects in the upper Grays River watershed. 
 
Shirley Rheault, Community Forest Committee member, commented on the site tour with Congresswoman 
Marie Gluesenkamp Perez at the Upper Grays River Community Forest site. 
 
Dan Turner, Cathlamet Library, commented on library statistics and upcoming events and he commented that 
the Town of Cathlamet is in the process of organizing a workshop on a library tax district. 
 
Kay Walters, Fair Foundation member, commented on upcoming fairgrounds events. 
 
 

New Business 
 
Letter of Support for Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Letham and Tischer to approve of the letter of support for the Cowlitz Tribe’s 
request for Alternative Funding Arrangement from the Environmental Quality Incentive Program for their 
Grays Headwaters Restoration Project.  Vote:  Aye – Tischer, Letham and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.  
The Board spoke in support of the Tribe’s projects in the headwaters of the Grays River watershed. 
 
 

Extension Office 
 
Memorandum of Agreement with Washington State University for 2026 Funding 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Tischer and Letham to approve and sign the Memorandum of Agreement 
between Washington State University (WSU) and Wahkiakum County for $15,000 for 2026.  Vote:  Aye – 
Tischer, Letham and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
 

Public Works 
 
Amendment #2 with Otak, Inc. for Covered Bridge Road/King Creek/East Valley Road 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Letham and Tischer to approve the Supplemental Consultant Agreement #2 
with Otak, Inc. for the continued design and permitting for the Covered Bridge Road – King Creek Road failure 
and the East Valley Road MP 5.3 road failure.  Vote:  Aye – Tischer, Letham and Cothren.  Unanimously 
approved.   
 
 

Finance Committee Report 
 
Marissa Longtain, Deputy Treasurer, presented the financial report on behalf of the county treasurer, Tammy 
Peterson. 
 
Revenues currently stand at 29%, while expenditures are at approximately 14%.  As of mid-March, the Current 
Expense cash balance is approximately $1.38M.   
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Timber revenues expected for 2026 include an estimated $240k balance from the 2025 Super Trucking Sorts 
timber sale and $125,000 from the Channel Change sale, of which $40k was already received.  The 2026 sale, 
Skinny Pete Sorts, is estimated at $1.6M. 
 
The Current Expense Fund still carries a $175,000 loan from 2025; the remaining funds from Super Trucking 
Sorts will be applied to the loan.   
 
Interest rates have been steadily declining, reducing revenues.  For 2026, the county budgeted $500,000 in 
investment interest earnings, however, that figure may not be met. 
 
Commissioner Cothren commented that he provided public comment at the Board of Natural Resources (BNR) 
special meeting yesterday, and that the timber sales were approved by the BNR yesterday.  However, the sales 
may still be subject to litigation challenges from environmentalists, which may potentially delay the timber 
harvests. 
  
 

Chamber of Commerce 
 
Ryan Murillo, Executive Director of Wahkiakum Chamber of Commerce, provided a report to the Board. 
 
The Chamber’s goal is to drive the local economy through increasing overnight stays in the county, not just 
event planning.  Murillo reviewed several tourism statistics from the state and discussed Chamber events that 
encourage more overnight stays in the county. He advised that these projects had a total budget of about 
$290k and that the Chamber funded $92k of that value.  Murillo also discussed the Chamber’s $45k investment 
with Columbia Coast Television programming.   
 
 

New Business 
 
Pleasant Point Road Issues 
Norma Sasaki, Pleasant Point Road resident, discussed several issues on the road; the primary issue being that 
the waterfront access on the county owned parcel is obstructed with blackberry brush and with abandoned 
boats.  The Sasaki’s dock was washed away in the December storms and they are in the permitting process to 
replace the dock, however, they will need to utilize the waterfront access which is currently inaccessible.  Other 
problems that she discussed were erosion along the banks, derelict vehicles, lack of road maintenance and 
dilapidated properties.  Sasaki commented that the roadway is often blocked with derelict vehicles and she is 
concerned that emergency vehicles will not be able to access the properties along the road. 
 
The Board discussed the feasibility of protecting the shoreline, but this would require an extensive permitting 
process.  It was noted that the issues on this particular road are complex because the right of way does not 
match up to the location of the road.  Following discussion, the county will pursue brush removal at the site. 
 
Mary Hogue, Commissioner of Port District No. 2, commented that Vista Park is supportive of solving the access 
issue on this road.  She also expressed concerns with emergency vehicles being able to access the residences. 
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Commissioners 

 
Know Be 4 Software 
Commissioner Letham advised that the IT Committee recommends discontinuing the Know Be 4 software, even 
though it is paid for through 2027, as the program is not being properly monitored and could pose a risk.  The 
IT Committee supports using More Power’s solution instead of Know Be 4. 
 
Following discussion, it was M/S/A by Commissioners Letham and Tischer to eliminate the Know Be 4 software.  
Vote:  Aye – Tischer, Letham and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
 

Commissioner Reports 
 
The Board discussed their work over the past week.  Commissioner Letham’s topics included the Grays River 
Flood District meeting and the Buddy Tree Program.  Commissioner Tischer commented that the state budget 
includes a one-time appropriation to the ferry of $980,000, though the budget is not final until it goes through 
the review process.  Tischer also discussed the new stormwater fees through the Town of Cathlamet, which 
will cost the county over $3,000 annually.  Commissioner Cothren commented on the recent Community Forest 
field tour with Congresswoman Marie Gluesenkamp Perez and spoke in appreciation of the Congresswoman 
for her visit to the county. 
 
 

Order of Adjournment / Continuation 

The Chair recessed the March 17, 2026 regular meeting at 10:56 a.m., to reconvene at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

March 24, 2026 to attend the Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments, Wahkiakum Regional Information 

Forum meeting. 

 
 

Reconvene 
Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments Regional Information Forum 

 
The Board reconvened at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 24, 2026 in their regular meeting location. 
 
Present: Chair Dan Cothren, Commissioner Letham, Commissioner Lee Tischer. 
 
The Board participated in the Cowlitz-Wahkiakum Council of Governments Regional Information Forum 
meeting. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 
With no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
Attest:  _______________________________  Approved:  ______________________________ 
 Elizabeth Johnson           Daniel L. Cothren 
 Clerk of the Board           Chair of the Board 
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