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This is a draft agenda. Times on the agenda are estimates and can vary depending on the order of business that comes before the board. 
If you have questions regarding the agenda, please contact the Commissioners’ Office at (360) 795-8048. 

 

Agenda	
Board	of	Wahkiakum	County	Commissioners	

Regular	Meeting	
January	6,	2026	

9:30	a.m.	
	

Zoom - Meeting ID: 880	972	233	and	Passcode:	Aux4SY 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/880972233?pwd=Zk93bUUwWGJEVnV5WXk3YlM4RDlFZz09 
Audio only via phone: 1-253-215-8782 / Meeting ID: 880	972	233	and	Passcode:	721021	

	
	

Next	Resolution	No.	 001‐26	 	
 
9:30 a.m. Call	to	Order	&	Flag	Salute	
9:32 a.m.	 Approval	of	Regular	Meeting	Agenda	
___________________________________________________________________________ 
9:33 a.m. Consent	Agenda	

All	matters	listed	within	the	Consent	Agenda	have	been	distributed	to	each	member	of	the	Board	of	Wahkiakum	County	
Commissioners	for	reading	and	study,	are	considered	routine,	and	will	be	enacted	by	one	motion	of	the	Board	with	no	
separate	discussion.		If	separate	discussion	is	desired,	that	item	may	be	removed	from	the	Consent	Agenda	and	placed	on	
the	Regular	Agenda	by	request.	
	
A. Regular Meeting Minutes of December 23, 2025 
B. Resolution No. 01-26 an amended resolution authorizing the expenditure of $2,320.09 

from the Contingent Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for payment of accumulated 
annual leave to Justin Moriarty and for payment of county share of FICA/Medicare 

C. Resolution No. 02-26 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the … TBD 
D. Voucher Approval - $ TBD 
E. Holiday Closure: Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Monday, January 19, 2026 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
9:35 a.m. Public	Comment		

(Per	RCW	42.30.240,	public	comments	on	agenda	topics,	county	programs	and	topics	of	concern	are	welcome	during	this	
portion	of	the	meeting.		Comments	may	be	made	in	person	or	remotely	via	the	Zoom	platform.		Please	limit	comments	to	
three	minutes	per	person.)	

	
  Review	Commissioners’	Calendars 
 
9:40 a.m. Auditor’s	Department	~	Nicci	Bergseng,	Auditor	

1. Service Contract with Evergreen Septic Pumping, LLC for services at Johnson Park 
	
9:45 a.m. IT	Committee	~	Beau	Renfro,	Emergency	Technology	Coordinator/IT	Committee	

1. Bid acceptance for the Microsoft 365 Migration Project 
	
9:50 a.m. Public	Works	~	Chuck	Beyer,	Director	

1. Review of the Capital Improvement Plan Project List 
	
	
RECESS 
10:00 a.m. Public	Hearing:	Rate	increases	for	the	KM	Solid	Waste	Transfer	Site	
RECONVENE 
	
	
10:05 a.m. Health	&	Human	Services	~	Chris	Bischoff,	Director	

1. Contract with Area Agency on Aging and Disabilities of Southwest Washington for 
Wahkiakum Community Health & Wellness Support services 
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10:10 a.m. Board	of	Health	

1. Mentoring Program ~ Julie Johnston, Community Services Manager 
	
10:20 a.m. Commissioner	Reports	
 
 
10:25 a.m. Executive	Session	per	RCW	42.30.110(1)(h)		

To	evaluate	qualifications	of	candidates	for	vacancy	in	County	Commissioner,	Dist.	3	
Any interview of such candidates and final action appointing a candidate to elective office 
shall be in a meeting open to the public.   

 
10:30 a.m. Commissioners	

1. Resolution appointing a successor to Wahkiakum County Commissioner Gene Strong, 
Commissioner District No. 3 

2. Assign Chair and Vice Chair for 2026 
3. Discussion – Begin to review Board/Committee/Liaison Assignments for 2026 

 
	
	

Adjournment 
	

Complete	copies	of	the	current	Board	of	Commissioners	meeting	agenda	packet	can	be	viewed	at	the	Board	of	Commissioners’	office.			
Partial	agenda	packets	are	posted	on	the	county’s	website	at	https://www.co.wahkiakum.wa.us/AgendaCenter 

	
This	meeting	is	accessible	to	persons	with	disabilities.			

Please	call	360‐795‐8048	if	you	require	special	accommodations	to	participate	in	this	meeting.			
	
	
	

Closed Session 
Collective Bargaining/Professional Negotiations/Grievance/Mediation/Review Proposals 

RCW 42.30.140(4)(b) 
 

Following adjournment of their regular Open Public Meeting, the Board of County Commissioners will 
meet in a Closed Session per RCW 42.30.110(4)(b), during which the governing body will plan or adopt the 
strategy or position to be taken during the course of any collective bargaining, professional negotiations, 
or grievance or mediation proceedings, or to review the proposals made in the negotiations or 
proceedings while in progress. 
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Wahkiakum	Board	of	County	Commissioners	
	

District	No.	1	Commissioner:	Lee	Tischer	
District	No.	2	Commissioner:	Daniel	L.	Cothren	
District	No.	3	Commissioner:	Gene	Strong,	Chair	

 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners 

Regular Meeting 
December 23, 2025 

 
Chair Gene Strong called the regular meeting of the Board of Wahkiakum County Commissioners to order on 
December 23, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. in the third-floor public meeting room of the Wahkiakum County Courthouse 
located at 64 Main Street in Cathlamet, Washington. 
 
Present: Chair Gene Strong, Commissioner Dan Cothren, Commissioner Lee Tischer, Clerk of the Board Beth 
Johnson. Sheriff John Mason, Chief Civil Deputy Joannie Kuhlmeyer, Undersheriff Gary Howell, Treasurer 
Tammy Peterson, Deputy Treasurer Marissa Longtain, Auditor Nicci Bergseng, Assessor Drew Jenkins, Sheriff’s 
Administrative Assistant Raedyn Grasseth, Corrections Sergeant Dave Davis, Corrections Officer Aric Cothren, 
Emergency Technology Coordinator Beau Renfro. 
 

Flag Salute 
 
Chair Gene Strong led the flag salute. 
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Cothren and Tischer approving the regular meeting agenda for December 23, 
2025.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 

Consent Agenda 
 

It was M/S/A by Commissioners Tischer and Cothren approving the consent agenda for December 23, 2025.  
Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.  The consent agenda contained the following 
items: 
 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes of December 16, 2025 
B. Resolution No. 190-25 a resolution authorizing payment of interfund loan 
C. Resolution No. 191-25 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of $1,895.23 from the 

Contingent Liabilities Cumulative Reserve Fund for payment of accumulated annual leave 
to Justin Moriarty and for payment of county share of FICA/Medicare 

D. Resolution No. 192-25 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the County 
Properties Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly chargeable to 
said fund in the amount of $3,147.65 

E. Resolution No. 193-25 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of funds from the Inter 
Local Cooperation Cumulative Reserve Fund for the payment of vouchers properly 
chargeable to said fund in the amount of $2,500.00 



December 23, 2025 Page 2 Index # 

F. Resolution No. 194-25 a resolution authorizing the expenditure of $20,000.00  from the 
Public Works Fund for transfer to the Wahkiakum Solid Waste Fund 

G. Voucher Approval - $ 101,554.82 
H. Voucher Approval – Transfer Batch - $20,000.00 

 
 

Public Comment 
 
A Puget Island resident left a bag of coal in the meeting room and made several comments regarding concerns 
with the future of the county, including that he thinks the county should work with Lewis County regarding 
coal production, that jobs are needed in the community, more options to purchase gas are needed and he also 
spoke in opposition to a proposed fiber optic line near his home in the state right of way.   
 
 

New Business 
 
VFW Award Presentation 
Bill Tawater, VFW Post, presented two Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) awards.  The Emergency Dispatcher 
Award was present to Aric Cothren, and the Emergency Medical Technician Award was presented to Will Lutz.  
Both recipients received VFW national recognition this year, following the state VFW awards that they received 
the prior year.  Chair Gene Strong and Sheriff Mason spoke in appreciation of their service to our community. 
 
Special Occasion Liquor License 
The American Legion Post #111 has applied for a Special Occasion Liquor License for their event on January 24, 
2026 from 5:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. at the Rosburg Community Hall, located at 28 Rosburg Community Hall Road 
in Rosburg.  The Board unanimously had no objections to this application. 
 
Reappointments to the Real Property Rights Advisory Board 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Cothren and Tischer to re-appoint Lily Kolditz and Laurie Williams to new 
terms on the Real Property Rights Advisory Board, effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2028.  Vote:  Aye 
– Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
Reappointments to the Civil Service Board 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Tischer and Cothren to re-appoint Brad Moon and Jay Brightbill to new terms 
on the Civil Service Board, effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2031.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and 
Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
Reappointments to the Planning Commission 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Cothren and Tischer to re-appoint Bruce Craven and Randy Vogt to new terms 
on the Planning Commission, effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2029.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and 
Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
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Opening of Sealed Request for Proposals 

Microsoft 365 Migration Project 
 

At 9:49 a.m. the Clerk of the Board opened and read aloud the three sealed Request for Proposals that were 
received.  They were as follows: 
 
 Name     Amount Tax  Grand Total 
 
 More Power Technology Group  $33,365.00 $2,602.47 $35,967.47  
 Golden Five, LLC   $65,421.10 $641.25 $66,062.35 

Consultadd Public Services  $62,500.00   $62,500.00   
 

 
 
 

Public Hearing 
Supplemental Appropriations to the 2025 County Budget 

 
Chair Gene Strong recessed the regular meeting at 9:59 a.m. to proceed into a public hearing.   
 
Chair Strong called for public comment.  There were no public comments, and the regular meeting was 
reconvened at 10:00 a.m.   
 
 

Auditor 
 
Resolution Supplementing the 2025 Budget 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Cothren and Tischer to adopt Resolution No. 195-25 a resolution 
supplementing the 2025 budget of Wahkiakum County, Washington.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  
Unanimously approved.   
 
Resolution Authorizing Line-Item Amendments and Revisions Within the 2025 Budget 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Tischer and Cothren to adopt Resolution No. 196-25 a resolution authorizing 
line-item amendments and revisions within the 2025 budget.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  
Unanimously approved.   
 
Resolution Adopting the Final 2026 Budget 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Cothren and Tischer to adopt Resolution No. 197-25 a resolution adopting the 
final budget of Wahkiakum County, Washington, for the fiscal and calendar year 2026.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, 
Tischer and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
Renewal Contract with the Association of Washington Cities for Workers’ Compensation Claims / LNI 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Tischer and Cothren to approve of the renewal agreement of the AWC contract 
for 2026.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
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Commissioners 

 
Notice of Public Hearing on an Ordinance to Create the Upper Grays River Community Forest PDA 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Tischer and Cothren to approve of the Notice of Public Hearing on an 
ordinance to create a Public Development Authority known as the Upper Grays River Community Forest, with 
the public hearing occurring at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 13, 2026.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and 
Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
Resolution for the Sale of the Family Practice Clinic Building 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Cothren and Tischer to adopt Resolution No. 198-25 a resolution for the sale 
of the Family Practice Clinic Building located at 335 Una Avenue in Cathlamet.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and 
Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
Lease Agreement with WHEELhouse for the Rental of the Johnson House 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Tischer and Cothren to approve of the Chair’s signature on the Lease 
Agreement between the county and WHEELhouse for the Johnson House property, located at 80 Division 
Street.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
MOU with AFSCME for Paid Family Medical Leave 
It was M/S/A by Commissioners Cothren and Tischer to approve of the Memorandum of Understanding with 
the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees regarding the Washington State Paid 
Family Medical Leave contribution.  Vote:  Aye – Strong, Tischer and Cothren.  Unanimously approved.   
 
Replacement of Sign at the Grays River Covered Bridge 
The Board discussed the need to replace the dilapidated sign at the Grays River Covered Bridge.  It was noted 
that revitalizing the sign will help to attract visitors to the site.  Following discussion, the Board was in 
consensus to pursue replacing the sign.   
 
 

Chair and Vice Chair 
 
The Board tabled this topic until the next meeting on January 6. 
 
 

Commissioner Reports 
 
The Board reviewed their work over the past week.  Topics included the reorganization of the Johnson Park 
Board with new officers and the recent countywide power outage; the Board spoke in appreciation of the 
PUD’s efforts during the event.  Commissioner Strong spoke about the Grays Bay dredging project, including 
contacting Representative Marie Gluesenkamp Perez and Valerie Ringgold from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  Commissioner Strong advised that though he is retiring, he will continue to work on this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 23, 2025 Page 5 Index # 

 
Executive Session  

Per RCW 42.30.110(1)(h) 
Evaluate the Qualifications of Candidates for Appointment to Elective Office  

For County Commissioner Vacancy in District No. 3 
 
Present: Chair Gene Strong, Commissioner Lee Tischer, Commissioner Dan Cothren, Clerk of the Board Beth 
Johnson. 
 
At 10:27 a.m. Chair Gene Strong announced that the board would enter an executive session to evaluate the 
qualifications of candidates for appointment to the County Commissioner District No. 3 vacancy, to reconvene 
at 10:50 a.m.   
 
Chair Gene Strong reconvened the regular meeting at 10:51 a.m. and advised that no action will be taken. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 
With no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
Attest:  _______________________________  Approved:  ______________________________ 
 Elizabeth Johnson           Gene Strong 
 Clerk of the Board           Chair of the Board 
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